
Intense airline competition 
into Fiji is expected after a 
recent decision by the Australian 
Government’s aviation 
body over all rights to Fiji.

But the 1759 extra seats per 
week into Fiji will not be as 
many as V Australia and Jetstar 
had individually hoped to gain.

International Air Services 
Commission (IASC) last 
week determined that V 

Australia and Jetstar will have 
to split the air rights to Fiji, 
giving neither carrier the full 
capacity that they had sought, 
e-travelbackboard reported.

IASC split the seat capacity 
saying it wanted to creative 
“intense competition” on 
the Australia-Fiji route.

It allocated 907 seats per 
week to V Australia and 852 
seats per week to Qantas, which 

have been earmarked for Jetstar. 
V Australia plans to operate its 
Fiji services with its new Boeing 
B777-300s, while Qantas 
has said that Jetstar will be 
utilising its Airbus A321-231s.

“It is apparent that V 
Australia and Jetstar would 
bring competition benefits 
that the other does not,” 
said IASC in its ruling. 

“Public benefits are likely 

to be magnified through 
splitting the available capacity 
between the two carriers.”

“That would facilitate 
increased choice, a higher 
frequency of service and more 
capacity than if an allocation 
is made only to one of the two 
applicants. It would create 
intense competition between the 
two as well as with the incumbent 
Qantas/Air Pacific partnership.”

AIR Pacific’s direct 
flight from Nadi to Hong 
Kong will boost tourist 
arrivals from China, 
says the Embassy of 
the Republic of China.

Embassy’s counselor 
Fei Mingxing said 
the new move by 
Air Pacific was a 
positive one in helping 
increase the number 
of tourists from China. 

“We welcome the 

decision made by relevant 
authorities in allowing 
for a direct flight to 
Hong Kong from Nadi.

“This will definitely 
help increase the 
number of tourists from 
China to Fiji and we 
are happy to be part 
of the local tourism 
industry as we are in 
other areas of trade with 
Fiji,” Mr Mingxing said.

The direct flight will 

start on December 3 
with Air Pacific after 
the company stated a 
fall in demand with the 
Japanese direct flight 
from Nadi to Tokyo.

Company chief 
executive John Campbell 
said earlier in media 
reports that the company 
incurred losses from its 
Nadi-Japan direct flight.

Efforts by the company 
and stakeholders in 

Japan to revive the 
demand of travelling to 
Fiji was not successful 
in the last four years 
thus the withdrawal of 
direct flight services.

Mr Campbell had 
also said that Hong 
Kong offered the best 
economic opportunity 
for the company and the 
local tourism industry.

Hong Kong is known 
to be the major hub for 

services from China and 
other Asian countries 
like Japan and flights 
from European countries. 

The airline was 
established and started 
operations in 1951, 
It was founded by 
Australian aviator 
Harold Gatty. Prior 
to 1971 the company 
operated as Fiji Airways. 
Air Pacific began service 
to the USA in 1983.
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An announcement made 
by the International Air 
Services Commission 
that it has granted 
Jetstar and V Australia 
capacity on the Fiji route 
was welcomed by the 
tourist industry in Fiji. 

Tourism Fiji Chairman, 

Patrick Wong, said 
the open sky policy 
by government was 
aimed at long term 
benefits for the industry.

According to international 
reports, Qantas Group 
was awarded 852 seats of 
capacity per week which 
must be used no later 
than April 2010, while V 
Australia was awarded 907 

seats capacity per week.
The carrier must launch 

services by December 31. 
“Low cost carriers have 

greater flexibility when it 
comes to operational costs, 
pricing, planning with 
encouragement of airline 
carriers venturing, flying 
out of non mainstream 
ports as well as opening 
up better connectivity and 

additional new regions 
for Fiji,” Mr Wong said.

He said Fiji’s National 
Carrier, Air Pacific, has 
to be recognised for its 
contribution towards 
Fiji’s Tourism Industry. 

Mr Wong said Branding 
Destination Fiji requires 
securing seat capacity 
which opens up 
emerging markets for 

better market operation.
“In addition, securing 

additional airline seats 
is a key performance 
for increasing visitors’ 
arrivals in our tourism 
development plans,” 
Mr Wong added.

The commission said it expects 
Jetstar and V Australia 
to compete strongly 
on the leisure market.
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